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Brussels, 2 March 2020: “The spread of the coronavirus is significantly 
impacting Europe’s airports, with the impact especially dramatic for airports 
in Italy – with traffic declining by up to -50% over the past days.  

Unlike airlines, whose aircraft are movable assets, airports can neither close 
nor relocate their terminals and runways to weather the storm. We support 
a partial relaxation of EU rules governing the use of airport slots use but do 
not consider at the moment that a blanket relaxation for all air routes is 
justified.  

The epidemic is not affecting all markets to the same extent. The European 
Commission has already allowed a targeted relaxation, focused on those air 
routes to Asia that are the most impacted. The targeted approach limits 
cancellations unrelated to the coronavirus outbreak and helps maintain air 
connectivity. It should still be the way forward, possibly along with other 
alternatives to a full relaxation - such as lowering the required airport slot 
usage threshold of 80%.  

Decisions taken by the Commission on this must remain data-driven and 
proportionate to the actual impact they seek to address.”  
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For more information, contact: 
 
Virginia Lee, Director, Media & Communications, ACI EUROPE 
Tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82  
Email: virginia.lee@aci-europe.org 
 
ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only 
worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents 
over 500 airports in 45 European countries. Our members facilitate over 90% of 
commercial air traffic in Europe: 2.3 billion passengers, 21.2 million tonnes of 
freight and 25.7 million aircraft movements in 2018. In response to the 
Climate Emergency, in June 2019 our members committed to achieve NetZero 
carbon emissions for operations under their control by 2050, without offsetting. 
 
EVERY FLIGHT BEGINS AT THE AIRPORT. 
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