
 

 
 

  

Post-COP21, more airports than ever working to 
reduce their CO2 and impact on climate change  
 
 157 airports worldwide are currently certified at one of the 4 levels of Airport Carbon Accreditation 

 21 airport operators are carbon neutral – the latest is Izmir Adnan Menderes airport in Turkey 

 33% of air passengers worldwide now travel through airports certified under the programme 

 65% of air passengers in Europe travel through airports in the programme 

 More than a quarter of air passengers in Asia-Pacific travel through airports in the programme 

 

Brussels, Hong Kong, Casablanca, Washington DC, Panama and Montreal: Following the 

signature of a partnership between the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and the independent carbon management programme, Airport Carbon 

Accreditation during COP21, today we provide an update on the latest developments since then 

and detail some of the new entrants and achievements by airports worldwide. 

 

The Airport Carbon Accreditation programme certifies airports at 4 different levels of 

accreditation covering all stages of carbon management (Mapping, Reduction, Optimisation 

and Neutrality). It is independently administered, institutionally-endorsed¹ and has the support of 

the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Civil Aviation Organisation 

(ICAO), the European Union (EU) and others. At this time, Airport Carbon Accredited status has 

been earned by a total of 157 airports across the world.  

 

Angela Gittens, Director General, ACI World commented “An impressive 2 billion air 

passengers now travel through airports certified at one of the 4 levels of the programme - 

equivalent to 33% of global air passenger traffic. With over 100 airports now engaged in Airport 

Carbon Accreditation, Europe is in the lead on carbon management, but other parts of the world 

are ramping up their efforts as can be seen from the strong momentum in Asia-Pacific and 

North America and growing interest in Latin America & Caribbean and Africa. Airport Carbon 

Accreditation is clearly empowering airports across the world to address their impact on climate 

change.” 
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EXTRAORDINARY ENGAGEMENT IN EUROPE 

Building on the global airport industry’s commitment to reduce its carbon emissions made 9 

years ago*, at the COP21 climate negotiations in December last year the European airport 

industry committed to increase the number of carbon neutral airports in Europe from 20 to 50 by 

2030.  

 

Izmir Adnan Menderes airport has achieved Level 3+ Neutrality, making it the 21st carbon neutral 

airport in Europe (and the World). Additionally, 84 other European airports are now certified at 

one of the 3 other available levels within the programme.  

 

Olivier Jankovec, Director General ACI EUROPE commented “We are delighted for TAV and 

their team at Izmir Airport and congratulate them on becoming the latest carbon neutral airport 

in Europe. Most promisingly we are seeing a lot of airports moving up the levels of the 

programme as they strive to get closer and closer to carbon neutrality. There are now 20 

European airports at Level 3 Optimisation - the level just before carbon neutral status - and they 

welcome over 29% of European air passengers.” 

 

Since COP21, Europe has welcomed all 10 French airports in the VINCI Airports group** and a 

further 4 new airports into the programme:  Aéroport de La Rochelle, Riga Airport, Sofia 

Airport, Keflavik Airport and Lithuanian Airports’ Vilnius Airport have entered the 

programme at Level 1 Mapping. 

 

ASIA-PACIFIC KEEPS RISING 

There are now 31 airports certified in Asia-Pacific and most recently, Gimpo international 

Airport became the 10th airport to reach Level 3 Optimisation. In parallel, Hong Kong 

International Airport became the first one in the region to successfully renew its certification 

for 3 years. The airport was already the first in the region to be certified at Level 3 

Optimisation (in 2013), having successfully reduced its own CO2 emissions and engaged 45 

companies on the airport site to do the same.  

 



 

 

At last month’s ACI Asia-Pacific 11th Regional Assembly, Conference & Exhibition in Gold 

Coast, Australia, Sharjah International Airport received recognition for its successful move 

from Level 1 Mapping to Level 2 Reduction while Queen Alia International Airport (Amman) 

also achieved an upgrade in its status in the programme, moving up to Level 3 Optimisation. 

Patti Chau, Regional Director ACI Asia-Pacific commented “Five years ago, Airport Carbon 

Accreditation was extended to the Asia-Pacific region.  Since then, we have embarked on the 

journey towards carbon neutrality with our members. Today, we are proud to have 31 Asia-

Pacific airports accredited at various levels of the program, representing more than 26% of 

passenger traffic in the region. I encourage more members to become Airport Carbon 

Accredited and demonstrate our airports’ dedication to sustainable growth.” 

 

Recent new entrants include Taoyuan International Airport at Level 2 Reduction. Meanwhile 

Vinci Airport‘s 3 airports in Cambodia Phnom Penh International Airport, Siem Reap 

International Airport and Sihanoukville International Airport and Doha’s Hamad 

International Airport all recently started their journey to active carbon management, becoming 

accredited at Level 1 Mapping.  

 

In all, the 31 certified airports in the Asia-Pacific region currently account for 26.9 % of air 

passenger traffic in Asia-Pacific. 

   

13 AIRPORTS IN LESS THAN 2 YEARS IN NORTH-AMERICA 

It’s less than 2 years since the programme was launched in North America, but already 13 

airports have become certified by the programme in this region - including Dallas Fort Worth 

International and San Francisco International, both recently certified at Level 3 Optimisation. 

Meanwhile, Denver International and Toronto-Pearson successfully made it to Level 2 

Reduction while Honolulu International, Winnipeg Airport and Greater Moncton Airport became 

certified at Level 1 Mapping. 

 

Kevin Burke, President & CEO, ACI North America commented “With so many airports in our 

region applying to the programme in the past 18 months, it’s clear that the North American 

airport industry is taking significant steps to becoming leaders in environmental stewardship.  

We look forward to more airports joining the programme in the year ahead.” 

 



 

 

In all, the 13 certified airports in the North America region currently account for 17.9% of air 

passenger traffic in North America. 

 

AFRICA  

In Africa, 2 new airports have come on board in Gabon and Ivory Coast. Libreville Leon Mba 

International and Félix Houphouet Boigny Abidjan International Airport have both 

successfully entered the programme at Level 1 Mapping. This brings the total number of African 

airports in the programme up to 3. 

 

Ali Tounsi, Regional Director, ACI Africa commented “The pioneering African airports in the 

programme so far are demonstrating to others in Africa and the wider world that carbon 

management is a valid consideration for every business no matter where they are located.” 

 

LATIN AMERICA  

In addition, the programme has now certified 4 airports in Latin America and Caribbean, where 

the pioneering airport in the region - Puerto Vallarta International - has just successfully 

moved up to Level 2 Reduction. 

 

Javier Martinez Botacio, Director General, ACI Latin America & Caribbean commented “We 

are encouraged by the interest in Airport Carbon Accreditation in our region and look forward to 

seeing others following the example set by the 4 airports already in the programme here.” 

 

The full results for Year 7 of the programme (June 2015 to May 2016) including the carbon 

reduction achieved, will be released at this year’s ACI EUROPE Annual Assembly, Congress & 

Exhibition, in Athens from 20 to 22 June. 

 

ENDS 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: 

The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) has estimated that aviation’s total CO2 emissions account for 

2% of global emissions’ impact on climate change. Of that figure, airports’ own operations only account for up to 5%, 

but airports are keen to tackle their greenhouse gas emissions – several individual airports operators having already 

committed to becoming carbon neutral in the past few years with some having already achieved this. 

 



 

 

*In 2007, the global airport industry committed to reduce its carbon emissions, in a special resolution passed at the 

ACI WORLD Annual Congress & Assembly. 

 

Airports are at different points on this journey to become cleaner and more efficient. As the centrepoints of a 

complex web of aircraft movements, technical operations and surface access transport, airports can address their 

CO2 emissions in a variety of ways. These can include better insulation and energy efficiency, switching to green 

energy sources, investing in hybrid, electric or gas-powered service vehicles, encouraging employees, passengers & 

visitors to use public transport, working with airlines & air traffic management to reduce runway taxiing times and 

implement green landing processes and much more. 

 

Originally developed and launched by ACI EUROPE in June 2009, Airport Carbon Accreditation was extended to 

airports in Asia-Pacific, in November 2011 (in partnership with ACI Asia-Pacific) and to African airports in June 2013, 

(in partnership with ACI Africa) and North American airports in September 2014 (in partnership with ACI-NA) and Latin 

American and Caribbean airports (in partnership with ACI-LAC) in December 2014. 

 

¹The programme is administered by leading consultancy WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff and overseen by an independent 

Advisory Board including representatives from the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention for Climate 

Change), ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation), UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme), the 

European Commission, ECAC (European Civil Aviation Conference), EUROCONTROL and Manchester Metropolitan 

University. 

 

As the programme administrator, WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff assesses and approves the airports under the 

programme, provides administrative and secretariat services and advises applicant airports through the accreditation 

process. WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff is one of the world’s leading professional services firms. Amongst others it 

provides services to transform the built environment and restore the natural one and expertise ranging from 

environmental / climate remediation to urban and transport planning, to designing and implementing sustainable 

transport networks and strategies, to airport sustainability carbon management and energy planning and 

management. www.wsp-pb.co.uk 

 

** VINCI Airports group airports in France include: Nantes Atlantique, Rennes Bretagne, Clermont-Ferrand Auvergne, 

Grenoble Isère Airport, Chambéry Savoie Airport, Dinard Bretagne, Quimper Cornouaille, Poitiers Biard, Saint-Nazaire 

Montoir and Ancenis Airport. With its additional airports in Portugal and Cambodia, in December 2015, VINCI Airports 

became the first international airport group in the world to have all of its airports certified at one of the levels of 

Airport Carbon Accreditation. 

 

To find out which airports are certified & their level of certification, visit: 

http://www.airportcarbonaccreditation.org/airport/participants.html   
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