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26 June 2019: This morning at the 29th ACI EUROPE Annual Congress in 
Cyprus, ACI EUROPE launched the first ever comprehensive Sustainability 
Strategy¹ for the airport industry. 

As society increasingly demands more inclusive business models and 
corporate culture, the concept of sustainability has gone beyond a purely 
environmental focus to include wider social and economic aspects as well. 
Airports are a key interface between a wide range of aviation and non-
aviation stakeholders - providing essential connectivity services to their 
communities. They are also the ambassadors of aviation on the ground, 
and often on the frontline of aviation’s externalities. This gives them the 
opportunity to be role models and encourage transformational change 
beyond their own remits. 

Olivier Jankovec, Director General ACI EUROPE commented “Times 
have changed. Economic disruption, rising inequality, depleted resources, 
new societal values and political dynamics mean that airport operators are 
facing a new imperative: putting their societal purpose at the heart of their 
business strategy. This is about embracing a new Business-to-People 
paradigm. This comes with the need for airports to maximise the added 
value they provide to society – including through enhanced engagement 
with their communities and other stakeholders.” 

He added “This strategy is about scoping what sustainability means and 
involve for airports, identifying pathways for progress as well as defining 
metrics and enablers. In doing so, ACI EUROPE is providing airports with 
concrete guidance on how to move towards more sustainable operations. 
Our ambition is for this strategy to drive positive change over time - and 
we look forward to seeing how it is interpreted and implemented in the 
years to come.”  

The ACI EUROPE Sustainability Strategy is based on the following shared 
vision of the sustainable airport of the future: “Every airport builds local 
and global partnerships to accelerate the journey towards fair, prosperous 
and environmentally responsible societies”. It also relates to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Global Reporting Initiative. 
ACI EUROPE will regularly review and update it, to ensure continued 
relevance and credibility.  

The launch of the ACI EUROPE Sustainability Strategy today builds on a 
decade of work on climate action, which began with the establishment of 
the independent, institutionally endorsed Airport Carbon Accreditation* 
programme in June 2009.  

In 2017, the European airport industry committed to have 100 carbon 
neutral airports by 2030. In a further step change in their climate actions 
ambitions, this morning Europe’s airports also formally committed to net 
zero carbon emissions by 2050.  

## ENDS ## 
Notes to Editors 

¹ ACI EUROPE’s Sustainability Strategy for Airports is available to download here.

* For details of climate action undertaken to date by airports – including case studies 
and results, visit www.airportCO2.org
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https://www.aci-europe.org/component/downloads/downloads/6026.html
http://www.airportco2.org/
https://www.aci-europe.org/downloads/resources/aci%20europe%20sustainability%20strategy%20for%20airports.pdf


For more information, contact: 
 
Robert O’Meara, Director, Media & Communications, ACI EUROPE 
mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 or tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82. 
Email: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org 
 
ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only 
worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents 
over 500 airports in 45 European countries. Our members facilitate over 90% of 
commercial air traffic in Europe: 2 billion passengers, 20 million tonnes of 
freight and 23.7 million aircraft movements in 2016. These airports contribute 
to the employment of 12.3 million people, generating €675 billion each year 
(4.1%) of GDP in Europe. 
     
EVERY FLIGHT BEGINS AT THE AIRPORT. 
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